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have any idea. But we possess the idea of a power so great that
by Him and Him alone, in whom this power is found, must heaven
and earth be created, and a power such that likewise whatever else
is apprehended by me as possible nmst be created by Him too.
Hence concurrently with God's existence we have proved all this
likewise about him.

PROPOSITION  IV.

THERE is A REAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN MIND AND BODY.
Demonstration.

God can effect whatever we clearly perceive just as we perceive
it (preceding Corollary). But we clearly perceive the mind, i.e.
a thinking substance, apart from the body, i.e. apart from any
extended substance (Post. II); and vice versa we can (as all admit)
perceive body apart from mind. Hence, at least through the instru-
mentality of the Divine power, mind can exist apart from body, and
body apart from mind.

But now, substances that can exist apart from each other, are
really distinct (Def. X). But mind and body are substances (Deff. V,
VI and VII), that can exist apart from each other (just proved).
Hence there is a real distinction between mind and body.

Here it must be noted that I employed the Divine power as
a means1, not because any extraordinary power was needed to effect
the separation of mind and body, but because, treating as I did of
God alone in what precedes, there was nothing else for me to use1.
But our knowledge of the real distinctness of two things is unaffected
by any question as to the power that disunites them.

1 As a means for proving my point, F. Y.